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| FELL INTO THE PACIFIC 


xe on swig 


I I suppose we all have fears of the 
1k: own, few of which ever come 
| pass. Yet on Sunday morning, 
ne 9, 1957, one fear that had 
unted me many times actually 
ip pe ened. 


1 


\ t the time I was scond mate on 
e British Monarch, a freighter, 
d we were in the Pacific en route 
‘Jay apan with a cargo of soya beans. 
ar course was 278 degrees; we 
re hundreds of miles from land. 
t [ was 0400 (4 am.). I went to 
stern to inspect a faulty log 
ock. Unable to read the clock 
anding on the deck, I climbed on 
ip of a solid bulwark. While lean- 
outboard, the ship lurched 
thtly and I lost my balance. A 
sperate grab at the bulwark miss- 


ar d I fell into the ocean. 
BB oe & 


When I came gasping to the sur- 
ee, the Monarch’s stern lights were 
appearing into the darkness. I 
ted but no one heard me. 

iad a feeling that I wanted to 
myself hard and wake up in 
unk. Certainly this was the 
dream I’d had so many times 
ing overboard at night and 
myself all alone in the vast 
But this was no dream. This 
my worst nightmare come true. 

ke * 

ri ly the awful teuth of my 
nm struck home. My ship was 
out of sight; it might be hours 
they discovered my disap- 


I had 


By Douglas Wardrop 


Suddenly I desperately wanted to 
live. At 23, life seemed very sweet 
and desirable. I would fight to keep 
it with every ounce of strength. 


The easiest way to stay afloat, I 
soon discovered, was to tread water, 
with my feet and arms describing 
an arc in front of my body. I tried 
floating on my back, but the waves 
kept washing over my face and fill- 
ing my nose with water. 


Should I get rid of my clothing? 
It was light tropical stuff and didn’t 
weigh me down much. Then, too, 
it might give protection against fish. 
I decided to keep on all my clothes, 
including shoes. Shoes, particularly, 
might help if sharks came. 

* * 

Right then I realized my thoughts 
could take two directions they could 
dwell on the potential horrors of 
the situation or they could fix on 
the possibilities of survival. 

“Well, God, ’'m in your han 
I thought. “In You I put my trust 
for better or worse. But if You 
don’t mind my injecting an idea of 
my own, I just don’t believe my 
time is up.” 

It was becoming lighter in the 
Eastern sky now. From the sunrise 
I was able to fix my bearing. Men- 
tally, I figured it out. If I moved 
along at a couple of miles an hour, 
I might even swim to Japan—in a 
couple of weeks. 


“Poor Captain Coutts,” I thought 


out loud. “I’d hate to be in your 
shoes about now, debating what to 
do. Can you find a dot in the ocean, 
Captain?” 

It took surprisingly little effort 


to keep afloat. Must be a lot of 
salt in the water—why, I can last 


for hours! If only I weren’t so a- 
lone. 

And then it came to me: “I’m 
not alone. No one ever really is. 
For He is with me all the time, 
unseen, unheard, but very real.” 
and the first pangs of panic sub- 
sided. 


Surprisingly, I found myself able 
to see a bit of humour in some of 
the things that happened; like the 
two birds that arrived to inspect 
me. Suddenly one of them peeled 
off and dove right for my head. I 
raised my hand and the bird zoom- 
ed away. 

The second bird peeled off and 
bore down on me. They were 
hungry, darn it, and hoped that I 
would be their breakfast. Just when 
my eyes and arms were beginning 
to feel a real sense of strain, the 
birds gave me up and flew off. I 
envied them. They had a lot better 


chance of finding breakfast than I. _ 


%*% Ok of 


Ouch! A sharp needle-like pain 
shot through my left leg. An elec- 
tric eel moved away and began to 
circle around me. He was about a 
foot and half long with small, pale 
blue suckers. “Come on,” I shout- 
ed, “sting me if you will, but don’t 
sneak up from behind. Let’s meet 
face to face.” 

The eel continued to circle, ugly 
and sinister in the murky water. 
“God, I’ve been told that everything 
You make in this world has some 
purpose to fulfill, but surely noth- 
ing as mean and vicious as this 
creature.” 
disappeared. 


It got hot. Hours passed. I be-~ 


gan to ramble a bit to myself and 


a bit to God. He became a Com- ~ 


panion with Whom I could talk. 
Without the assurance that He was 
there, I would have lost my mind. 
Then a turtle appeared. He was 
enormous. “Hi there, 
(Continued on page 15) 
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News and Notes 


Change of address for Pastor Theo. 
M. Hansen to 60344 — 6th Avenue 
West, Spencer, Iowa effective immedi- 
ately. 

Oakland, Calif. Sidney Jorgensen, 
pastor. The annual report of this 
church indicates that the congregation 
has invested in a new site for $25, 
000.00. It has also offered its church 
for sale at 85,000. Its stewardship pro- 
gram last November upped the budget 
from $17,000 to $23,000. 

Whittier, Calif. Verner N. Carlsen, 
pastor. This young home mission con- 
gregation started three years ago re- 
ports a baptized membership of 826. 
It had a total income in 1958 of $29, 
771.41. The annual report of this con- 
gregation is unique because it does 
not only list name, address and phone 
number of each member but also the 
occupation of each. 


Neola, Iowa, St. Paul’s Luth. Church. 
Charter member Nels. Christiansen 
passed away Dec. 20 at his home in 
Avoca where he and his daughter, 
Agnes, have made their home the past 
eleven years. According to old church 
records his father, Mr. Christian Chris- 
tiansen, was instrumental in getting 
Rev. H. Hansen to visit this commun- 
ity in 1877 to baptize his son, Nels. 
Our congregation was organized Jan. 
16, 1881 when Nels was nine years 
old. In 1898 he married Mary Rasmus- 
sen, who passed away in 1917 leaving 
him with four young children. Three 
of these survive, Agnes of Avoca, 
Raymond of Shelby, and Clarence, who 


resides on the home place a few miles - 


from our church. Nels always main- 


tained a genuine interest in the local 


church and in District and Synodical 
affairs. Services were held at St. 
Paul’s Dec. 23rd. Pastor Harry Soren- 
sen officiated. 

On Dec. 26th, William Smith, an- 


other one of our members died sud- 


denly of a heart attack. He was 70 
years old and had lived in this com- 
munity all his life. He leaves to 
mourn his passing, his wife Julia, 
son Everett of Bellflower, Calif., and 
daughter June, Mrs. Clifford Hankins, 


of Auburn, Calif. Services were con- 


ducted at St. Paul’s on Dec. 28 by Pas- 
tor Harry Sorensen. 

Plainview, Nebr. Bethany Lutheran 
Church, Victor C. E. Andersen, Pastor, 


gained 43 baptized members the past 
year. The congregation did extensive 
redecorating in the chancel. Extensive 
remodelling was made in the South 
wing of the church with a new en- 
trance to the basement. A new en- 
trance to the sanctuary was also made. 
The congregation is well organized 
with all the activities in full swing. 

Pastor Andersen lives in the town 
of Plainview and serves the American 
Lutheran Church there. Thus the 
merger is already in effect in these 
congregations. 

THE EDITOR LEAVES 
SPENCER, IOWA 
By Glenn E. Neve 

By the time this article is in the 
hands of the readers of The Ansgar 
Lutheran, Dr. John M. Jensen will 
have established his new residence in 
serving the parish at Viborg, South 
Dakota. Prior to his leaving Spencer, 
Iowa several of the organizations of 
the church honored the pastor and his 
wife at their meetings. As a climax 
and highlight to all of these meetings 
the Bethany congregation also paid 
tribute to Dr. and Mrs. Jensen on Sun- 
day evening, January 18. 

In November the Bethany Young 
Married Couples honored Dr. Jensen 
by presenting a “This Is Your Life” 
program, in which of course Dr. Jen- 
sen was the principal subject. On 
this occasion he was presented with 
an onyx desk pen holder and pen. 
Although Mrs. Jensen was unable to 
attend this program, she was also re- 
membered by a gift of a gold pin. 

At a Christmas dinner the evening 
circles of Bethany presented Dr. and 
Mrs. Jensen with a picture of the 
“Lord’s Supper.” Mrs. Jensen was 
honored at the January meeting of the 
Women of Bethany at which time a 
miscellaneous shower was held for her. 
At this gathering Mrs. T. C. Larsen 
read some appropriate poems and a 
duet “Bless This House” was sung by 
Mrs. Raymond Fitchett and Mrs. Glenn 
Neve. 

Approximately 275 Bethany mem- 
bers gathered at the church on Jan- 
uary 18 to say ‘thank you’ to their 
pastor and wife who had served this 
church for 21 years. Russel Heine an- 
nounced the program which proceed- 
ed somewhat as follows: Two hymns 
were sung by the congregation after 


Be iy ge 


which Rev. George Pallesen of 
sted led the group in devotiona 
tation. A quartette composed o 
any members, Mrs. Raymond Fite 
Mrs. Russell Heine, Bob Sopeland, 
Glen Neve sang “Dear Lord and | He 
er of Mankind.” x 

The feature portion of this progmg 
was again a “This Is Your Life” me 
sentation of Dr. Jensen’s life. Te 
program was repeated because 
numerous requests of parishioner: w 
hadn’t seen it presented earlier. 
Mrs. Jensen had been unable to a 
this at its first presentation. Gls 
Neve acted as master of ceremoni 
Throughout the program an effort 4 
made to point out the tireless eff 
Dr. Jensen had put forth to art 
God’s Kingdom. Spices of humor wy 
also injected into the program as s9 
eral characters from the past in 
Jensen’s life were portrayed in costur 
The Ansgar Lutheran was the progri 
sponsor and the honored guest vy 
presented with a lifetime subscripti 
to this church paper. 

Wayne Simington spoke in 
of the congregation to express the gr 
itude for his efforts in minister 
to the people of Bethany. Simi 3 
said in effect, “Bethany Luthe 
Church has grown to what it is to 
by the grace of God and through 


preaching and teaching of the W 


ber 


Sorensen presented a cash gift 
000 in behalf of the congre 
Members of Bethany who participay 
and organized the “This Is Your Lii 
program included Mr. and Mrs. 
Andersen, Mr. and Mrs. Al S 
Mr. and Mrs. Pete Duin, Mr. ance 
Don Eaton, Mr. and Mrs. Ebbe 
sen, Mr. and Mrs. Dick Wilberg, 
Jorth, and Mr. and Mrs. Glenn 

Neighboring UELC pastors a 
members of the Spencer Ministez 


association each paid tribute to I 
Jensen and Dr. Jensen spoke words 
thanks to the congregation. Out 
town guests included: Rev. and I 1 
Clifford Paulsen of Royal, Iowa 
and Mrs. George Pallesen of R: 
Iowa; and Rev. and Mrs. H. 
Petersen and family of Gra 
Iowa. Lunch was served by t 
of Bethany following the pro; 

Pictures from the program 
shown over television station 
Channel 4, Sioux City, Iowa a 
regular newscasts the follo: 


THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN, Official Or 
United Evangelical Lutheran Church, aubiiewa 
weekly by Lutheran Publishing House, Blair, Nebr. 


Much of our news is received from Re- 
ligious News Service, and the News 
Bureau of the National Lutheran Council. 


JOHN M. EN 
nie se a 


Editorials and Comments 
: A GREAT CHURCHMAN DIES 


An Adventurer both in the Physical and Spiritual World 


al OSLO (RNS)—Death came suddenly in Oslo, Norway 
to Dr. Eivind Berggray, one of Norway’s greatest modern 
chuchmen, who wrote a notable chapter in the history of 
iritual defiance of Nazism during World War II. He was 


Retired Bishop of Oslo and former Primate of the State 
heran Church of Norway, Dr. Berggrav also achieved 
inction as a leader of the ecumenical (church co-opera- 
ion) movement which resulted in the formation of the 

orld Council of Churches at Amsterdam, Holland in 1948. 


The tall, blue-eyed churchman, once described by a fel- 
-bishop as “a witness that God’s words bear no chains,” 
ved as a co-president of the World Council from its in- 
guration until 1954. Four years before, he had resigned 


post as head of poe Norwegian Church because of fail- 
g health. 


Among various other bodies in which Dr. Berggrav was 
active were the World Alliance of International Friendship 
Through Religion, and the United Bible Societies, a world- 
wide organization for the distribution of The Scriptures. 
He had served as president of both these organizations. 


s Destined to become a prisoner of the Nazis because of 
his defiance of their “New Order,” Dr. Berggrav, whose fath- 
© was also a bishop, was born Oct. 25, 1884, in the town of 
Stavanger. He was graduated from the University of Oslo 
n 1908 and the following year married Kathrine Seip, daugh- 
fer of Professor Didrik Akup Seip, rector of the university 
who was also to become an outstanding defender of the 
independent spiritual life of Norway which the Nazis sought 
(O crush. 

The youthful Berggrav began his career as editor and 
igh school teacher. After ten years of teaching he finally 
ntered the Lutheran Ministry, serving first as pastor of 
he little parish of Hurdalen, 40 miles from Oslo. Six years 

r he was made chaplain of the Prison here. 


In 1929, Dr. Berggrav became Bishop of Haalogaland, a 
igged, isolated diocese at the northern tip of Norway. He 
mt ten years working among trappers, seamen and fish- 
men whose lives were an unceasing struggle for surviva! 
that Arctic area. Meanwhile he found time to write a 
peer of religious books, and articles for a church maga- 
Dr. Berggrav left Haalogaland, scene later of many British 
mando raids, to become Bishop of Oslo and Primate of 
State Church in 1937. Three years later, the Nazis in- 
ed Norway and the Primate found himself leading his 
rch in an uncompromising stand on Christian principles. 


n the winter of 1941, Bishop Berggrav was summoned 
he royal palace to face Minister President Vidkun 
ng who charged him, among other things, with hav- 
refused to endorse attempts to recruit Norwegians to 
with the Germans against Russia. One word led to 
Finally the Minister President bellowed: on 
You deserve to have your head chopped o: 
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“Well,” came the bishop’s answer, “here I am.” 


Little surprise was felt when Bishop Berggrav was forced 
to resign from the Oslo See in February, 1942, and two 
months later was arrested and interned in the Bretvedt 
concentration camp near Oslo. Later he was released from 
the camp—reputedly on Adolf Hitler’s orders—and confined 
instead in a summer cottage at Asker guarded by 20 men 
and surrounded by barbed wire. No one was permitted to 
see him, except his servants and nearest relatives. He was 
confined to an area of 500 sqare yards around the cottage. 


During his three years of imprisonment, Dr. Berggrav 
managed to win the sympathy and friendship of his guards, 
with what proved to be useful results. 


Once a week, he put on a pair of spectacles and a false 
black beard, went unmolested past his guards, and motor- 
cycled to a place where the underground Church was hold- 
ing meetings. This was a stone’s throw from Gestapo head- 
quarters. There, through a coded information system which 
covered the entire country, the bishop directed the activ- 
ities of the Church after the great majority of the Church’s 
more than 800 state-supported pastors had resigned at one 
stroke to set their Church free. 


Bishop Berggrav remained a Nazi prisoner until the night _ 
of April 17, 1945, when members of the Home Front liberat- — 
ed him. With Norway free again, he resumed his post as 
Primate. His first official action was to suspend all pastors 
who had deserted the Church during its period of trial. Only 
about 50 were affected by the decree. 


Following his resignation as Bishop of Oslo and Primate 
of the State Church, he took his formal farewell at services 
at the Oslo Cathedral. Subsequently a delegation of civic 
and ecclesiastical leaders presented him with a handsome- 
ly-decorated special edition of the “Ground of the Church,” 


a statement of the Norwegian Church drawn up by the 
bishop himself. In it he had announced the determination | 
of Norwegian Lutherans during the war not to surrender — 
their spiritual rights to the Nazi occupiers. 


Dr. Berggrav visited the United States in 1954 to attend = 
the Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches at — _ 
Evanston, Ill. He made a notable address on Christian unity | : 
in which he warned of obstacles and chided those who i. 
“simply get angry” because the Churches are as yet un- : 
prepared to unite “now and on the spot.” : 


Dr. Berggrav also spoke at the biennial convention of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, formerly the Norwegian Lu- 
theran Church of America, and at the annual conference of — 
the Lutheran Free Church, another body of Norwegian — 


background. Much admired by American churchmen, the 
former Norwegian Primate was noted for his good humor 


and informality. Many times at meetings he doffed his — 
coat and invited his fellow churchmen to do the same. 


In an interview two years ago, Dr. Berggrav called for a 
a halt to the growing contacts between western churches" 3 
and the Russian Orthodox Church, charging that the Russian e 
Church “subordinates itself to a godless State.” He contend-_ 
ed that western churchmen who participate in official visits _ 
to the Russian Church and join in its worship. services — 
“place themselves on the verge of treachery to Christian - 
justice and faith.” ae. 
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Chur ch N ews from here and there 


CHINESE PUPILS TAUGHT RED 
LEADER IS ‘SUPREME GOD’ 

A song hailing Mao Tse-tung, head 
of the Chinese Communist Party, as 
the “Supreme God” and lauding his 
“virtues and power” is being taught 
in China’s schools, the Peiping Radio 
announced. 


It said the song’s lyrics are: “No 
supreme God is in heaven; no dragon 
God under the earth. I am the su- 
preme God, and the dragon God. Tell 
the mountains and the cliffs to make 
way, for I am coming.” 


The station also disclosed that at a 
literary congress, organized by the 
Chinese ministry of cultural affairs, 
local authorities were “fiercely” criti- 


cized for “allowing the propagation 
of religious superstitions” in their 
areas. 


Urgent measures are being taken, 
the broadcast said, to stop this propa- 
ganda “which has been allowed to 
permeate surreptitionsly various new 
government publications.” 


THE PRESS AND RELIGIOUS NEWS 
By Julius F. E. Nickelsburg (*) 


From coast to coast, newspapers 
large and small, daily and weekly, in 
cities, towns and villages, including 
sectional local community publications, 
are allowing more space to religious 


news than was the case in years gone 


by. Publishers and editors have found 
out that people are interested in the 
affairs of the churches, and these peo- 
ple are the readers and also the ad- 
vertisers, who support the periodicals. 
Are the members of the various re- 
ligious groups always appreciative of 


_ the large amount of space given gratis 


by the press to religious news? Do 
the officials of church bodies, the par- 
ish societies, the individual members, 
here and there by letter or in person, 
express appreciation and thanks, for 
space given? 


Most all of the denominations have 
well organized Public Relations and 
: Publicity departments, with a staff 
of full time workers, individual con- 
gregations have a Press Secretary or 
Press Committee or Parish reporter, 
whose duty is to keep the local news- 
paper informed of the weekly activ- 
ities scheduled, and may be of in- 
terest to the community. 


The added interest of the press in 
religious news, especially the coverage 
_ of conventions and conference sessions, 
is mostly due to the splendid service 

of the Religious News Service, with 


headquarters in New York, and cor- 
respondents in all sections of our 
country who report to the main of- 
fice, from where news releases Or 
bulletins are sent to newspapers and 
religious journals, by either air mail, 
telephone or wire service. The prob- 
lem of religious news photographs was 
solved several years ago, by RNS es- 
tablishing a modern Photo service. 
Some years ago, the writer of these 
lines worked with Miss Lillian R. 
Block, the assistant manager of R.N.S., 
now general manager of RNS, in the 
Press Room of a Publicity Conference 
in St. Louis, Mo. At that time Miss 
Block made a prediction, she stated 
“some day, the newspapers and maga- 
zines will give religious news the space 
it deserves.” Miss Block, you helped 
greatly to make this prediction come 
true. Your organization is doing an 
excellent job of public relations and 
publicity for the spread of the Gospel 
message. 


Perhaps it might be of interest to 
note the large circulation a religious 
article, or even a small news item, re- 
ceives. Standard Rate & Data Serv- 
ice on October 15th, 1958, reported 
that the twenty-five largest circulation 
newspapers had a net paid circulation 
of over 13,923,882 copies. 


Radio and Television programs have 
greatly added to win the unchurched 
millions of our people, to our church- 
es, also the monthly parish paper, 
the Sunday Worship Folder, house 
to house visitation and the distribu- 
tion of Christian literature, however, 
the highest type of national and local 
publicity is the public press, which 
has a person to person interest with 
its readers. 


(*) National Vice President, Ameri- 
can Lutheran Publicity Bureau, Inc. 
NEWS editor, AMERICAN LUTHER- 
AN magazine, Charter member, Na- 
tional Religious Publicity Council. 


JAPANESE CHRISTIANS WANT 
SUNDAY FOR 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

TOKYO (RNS)—A number of Chris- 
tian groups in Japan are reported to 
be disturbed by a decision of the 
Ministry of Education to hold public 
school extra-curricular activities, such 
as track meets, on Sundays. 


An announcement by the National 
Christian Council of Japan said it 
would attempt to persuade the Diet 
of Japan to recognize Sunday as a 
day for religious education, but added 
that it saw little chance that such a 
move would meet with success. 


The Council said it would take th 
matter before the Christian Liaisoc 
Committee, which comprises rep: < 
sentatives of the Roman Catholi: 
Eastern Orthodox and Protestar 
churches, and before the Religiou 
League of Japan, in which all i 
ligions co-operate. 


4 
“The value of extra-curricular ad 


tivities-in helping to keep the childres 
occupied during their free time mus 
not be overlooked by the churches ‘il 
an age when mounting juvenile da 
linquency is causing all strata os sc 
ciety a great deal of concern” sai 
the Council statement. 


“It is time,” it added, “that ft 
churches get out of the rut of bein 
solely concerned with a short an 
pathetically ineffective one hour periot 
of religious instruction on Sundayy 
and find some way to carry on 


the needs of all the people.” 


WE MUST GET BUSY 


Our population “explosion” in f 
cent years in the United States pre 
sents the churches of all denomina 
tions with the mightiest challenge the! 
have ever faced. According to Re 
Meryl Ruoss, director of the depart 
ment of the urban church of the Na 
tional Council of Churches it wi 
take the establishing of 2,000 church 
es a year to meet the need. Expendii 
tures for new churches needed noy 
would approximate $500,000,000, plu 
$75,000,000 for equipment, progra : 
and staff. We have seen a resh 
of population unequaled in our histo 
Masses of Negroes have moved fr 
the rural South into Northern urbar 
areas. Puerto Ricans have come in by 
the hundred thousands. Indian Am 
cans are leaving their reservati 
Migrants, of numbers impossible — to 
count, are on the move. In metropoli 
tan areas like New York, where multi 
tudes of Spanish speaking elements 
have moved in, there are but 
churches to which has 4 may BO, ee | 
olic or Protestant. 


parently have none who care for thei 
souls. The small amount of evan- 
gelical effort presently undertaker 
does little more than gather a com 


Christian centers, missions ante «oe rie 
ers to minister the gospel to these p et 


a wave of aba pagans. 
sweep over them. If we are Chris 
we will do what we can to play hos 
to these displaced multitudes. 


February 2, 1959 
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: ; By Gerhard Lenski 
[ SEX AND MODERN SOCIETY ual teachings becomes indispensible. 


_ What ails modern sex? Dr. Benja- 
Karpman, chief psycho-therapist 
at Washington’s great St. Elizabeth’s 
Ospital, gives a very simple answer. 
It is expressed in the word “repres- 
sion. ” 


mi f] 


Dr. Karpman, in a talk titled “Sex, 
ity and Society,” given recently 
ore a group of criminologists at- 
ding the annual meeting of the 
merican Association for the Advance- 
ient of Science, declares that the most 
eople know “practically nothing” a- 
bout sex. This ignorance, coupled with 
“repression,” creates most of the 
trouble. “Because our normal sexual 
Tives are not allowed normal ex- 
ression, the sexual energy overflows 
to all sorts of channels creating 
ocial disorganization and psychopa- 
hology.” Out of these conditions 
ome forth the prostitute, the homo- 
exual, the neurotic, the exhibitionist, 
the rapist, the child molester and all 
the rest of their sad ilk and kind. 


_ The Doctor’s diagnosis is probably 
rect enough. But exactly what he 
ans by the term “repression” is 
ot clear. The sexual drive, as even 
e inexpert know, is a strong one. 
pression may not be the answer. 
es that say that full, free expres- 
n is? Surely our Doctor does not 
an to say that. Even under the 
+ circumstances some forms of 
dance and control and even of re- 
ssion become necessary. It is at 
eritical juncture that our Chris- 
in religion with its moral and spirit- 


CHURCH NEWS 
(From page 4) 


ENCE OR INVITATION? 


he magistrates who sentence young 
ders to attending Sunday school 
orobably sincere in thinking that 
Cosh Lage could help some- 


tunately the Seeskciphion of. “en- 


crs paLrenaence is hardly ~ 


How we wish, in that connection, that 
Dr. Karpman, utilizing the same skill 
he displays in diagnosis, might show 
us how to apply our religion and its 
teaching to this particular problem 
now grown so disturbing. 


Modern society needs its Dr. Karp- 
mans when it comes to the problems 
of sex. It needs something more and 
it will be uncured without it. It needs 
the therapy, the guidance and the con- 
trol which Christian faith alone af- 
fords. 


THE BATTLE STILL GOES ON 


inflation con- 
It is far from being won. The 
fact is, we are still on the losing 
side. Living costs, according to the 
latest Washington report, are at an 
all-time high and still climbing, Our 
eroded dollar suffers further erosion. 
The 1939 dollar with a purchasing 
power of 100 cents is now worth 48 
cents, slightly less. In 1954 I bought 
a new car for $2,500. I priced the same 
make and model yesterday. It was 
fussier, decked out with fins, longer, 
wider, more gadgety than ever. The 
price—$3,540! And the dealer said: 
“Sales are quite good, thank you!” 


The battle against 
tinues. 


The national debt—who worries a- 
bout that? We should. Already it is 
a tax burden. Interest charges alone 
are now $7 billion a year. Only a 
greater than ever national income 
furnishing added and hoped for rev- 
enue can keep this huge mastodon 
from becoming still more huge. In- 


the way to provide a learning situation 
for boys or girls in need of character 
education. 

Some clergymen in Australia put it 
clearly when they said, “Nothing could 
be more calculated to turn a youth 
against Christianity than coercion to 
attend church.” As a matter of fact, 
many readers of the Gospel Messenger 
can testify that being forced to sit 
through some lengthy services did 


more to dim their religious ardor 


5 


is nearer than around the 
It is upon us. 


flation 
corner. 


The real culprits in the matter are 
the American people as a _ people. 
They are riding on the crest of the 
Wave, unworried, unconcerned. Pros- 
perity has become a kind of drug. 
The President’s warning words go un- 
heeded. Because he refuses to approve 
a certain enlarged spending program, 
a well known Senator brands the 
President’s program as “cheap skate.” 
One of our news sources tells us of 
a serious cleavage in the Cabinet it- 
self over financial matters, a few fa- 
voring the President’s economies, the 
majority favoring more generous 
spending. 


The church, though separate from 
the state, has a real stake in this mat- 
ter. True, the church seems to be 
faring well. Nearly all groups re- 
port increases in offerings and mem- 
bers. Budgets are big and they are 
being met. Our stewardship experts 
now handle millions for the Lord. 
Our little preacher is no longer “a 
poor mouse.” All this is good. But 
it is not good enough. The church 
needs to do better than simply to 
drift with the tide. God’s people need 
to stand for sound economic policies, 
to practice them, to preach them. 
They need to cultivate discipline, to 
avoid waste and extravagance, to pro- 
duce more than they spend, to give 
generously, to fight ruinous inflation. 


We hear our church leaders speak- 
ing eloquently and persuasively in be- 


half of church finances—we do not ~ 


hear them speaking nearly so loudly 
or clearly in behalf of the nation and 
the common good. The presently de- 
veloping financial crisis is a challenge 
to the church to deepen her concern, 
to widen her interest and to speak 
with greater insistence than ever on 
the stewardship that 
the church and the state. 


than any temptations of the world % 


outside. 


The answer to early delinquency is — 
not a sentence to church, pronounced — 
by an officer of the law as a means © 
of punishment. It is more likely to 
come as an invitation to Christian fel-— 
lowship extended by a neighboring 


friend, a community leader, or some 
other “big brother” and offered as 
means to a richer and happier life. 


involves both i 
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Not All 
Need the 
Same 
Conversion 
Experience 


By Henry M. Hansen 


poy W wd ae S 


The Jews under the O. T. Law, 
types, and ceremonies and the Gen- 
tiles apart from these stood on the 
; same platform with respect to the 
need for a Savior. Afterall, all have 

fallen short of the glory of God and 
- must be saved by God’s grace through 
faith in Christ Jesus as Lord and 
Savior. 


_ In many respects the Jews had ad- 
vantages over the Gentiles, but not 
; with respect to merit apart from God’s 
grace through Christ. The Law and 
pa Prophets portrayed the Christ so 
clearly that when He came there 
"should have been no difficulty in 
recognizing that He was the fulfill- 
= of all the O. T. types and cere- 
monies and “the end of the Law unto 
— to all who believe.” 
Jesus was, indeed the answer to the 
; redemptive ministry which all man- 
f kind needed. 


a 


4 St. Paul in writing to Timothy says, 
“From a child you have known the 
Sacred Writings, which are able to 
make. you wise unto salvation through 
faith in Christ Jesus.” The O. T. re- 
veals Christ as Savior. 


_ Those who have been instructed in 
the Word of God, O. T. and N. T. a- 
like, have a foundation to build upon 
in helping them to understand salva- 
ee through faith in Christ. They 
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have the ground for becoming more 
permanent and stable Christians—‘“not 
tossed about by every wind and wave 
of doctrine and cunning slate of human 
device.” They will not so easily be 
confused and depart from the true 
foundation for faith through Christ 
Jesus. 


In these days of sensational and 
emotional evangelism which too often 
deals with Christian faith in terms 
of the one religious experience of 
conversion, it is well that we do not 
undervalue the importance of a 
thorough knowledge of God’s Word 
lest we are carried away by that one 
experience into the realms of emotion- 
al ecstasy so faith becomes only an 
emotional spree. Then when we face 
the realities of life, we will not be able 
to face them in an intelligent and 
practical way. Thus our faith be- 
comes meaningless. 


To prescribe a certain pattern of 
religious experience for everyone 
known as conversion is futile and can 
be fatal. We may be able to get peo- 
ple into a state of emotional ecstasy, 
but if we have only man’s emotions, 
and not his will and good judgment, 
that person becomes unstable and an 
impractical ‘will of the wisp.’ You 
don’t ever know just where you have 
such people. They float in some un- 
real cloud because they do not have 
their feet planted on solid ground. 


It is good and well that souls are 
brought to conviction of sin and to a 
living, active faith in Jesus Christ. 
We sincerely hope many straying Lu- 
therans may be converted like the 
prodigal son in the parable of the two 
lost sons. The elder son, also, needed 
a change of heart. He had no priority 
rights and claims on the basis of merit. 
We do need conversions within our 
Lutheran Church. We are not afraid 
of thorough-going conversions where 
needed when they lead to the ar- 
rangements of God under His house- 
hold of grace. Radical conversions 
should, however, not be expected and 
imposed on all indiscriminately and 
according to a human prescribed pat- 
tern. 


Dare you say that a child which 
has been thoroughly instructed and 
grown up in faith like Timothy should 
have a violent conversion? Had he 
not gently been led in faith by his 
godly grandmother, Lois, and his god- 


ly mother, Eunice? It was an easy - 


matter for St. Paul to lead him to 
faith in Christ Jesus. To require con- 
version of such souls, who have lived 
a sane, godly life from childhood 
simply adds confusion, bewilderment, 
and frustration to them. 
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Pastor Henry Hansen serves twi 


churches at Edmore and Sidney, Mick 


On the other hand, those who ha’ ve: 
been thoroughly instructed in tk 
Word of God have a solemn respon-. 
sibility to see that they live in inti- 
mate relationship with Christ lest th 
drift into a worldly life or a lifeless 
formal religion. We need to cultivat 
a vital faith in proving what is th 
good and acceptable will of God. - 
need to renew our minds and heart 
by God’s grace that Christ may dwell 
within and direct us in the ways 
righteousness and holiness. We da 
never be satisfied with a status q 
religious experience. St. Paul did not: 
rest on his conversion experience even-- 
though he had a violent one. He for-- 
got the past and “pressed on to the 
prize of his high calling in Ch 
Jesus.” None of us can rest on pa 
experiences, nor on present attai 
ments. We must be pressing onward 
in faith. 


It is said of Thorvaldsen, who i 
famous especially for his statue of’ 
Christ, that when he was honored f 
his attainment, he wept. He was as 
ed the reason for his weeping. H 
answered, “I am a dying genius.” He 
was mildly reprimanded and told, a De | 
you have reached the height be 
genius.” Thorvaldsen answered, “a 
a dying genius, because I cannot : 
tain to higher accomplishments as 
sculptor.” Thorvaldsen should eS 
taken consolation in the fact while 
he with his hands had beautifully p 
trayed Christ in stone, that Chr: st 
can be portrayed even more beauti 
fully in the hearts and lives of be- 
lievers. Let Christ take form in us - 
clothe us in His righteousness so the | 
beauty of his holiness is reflected : n iH 
our every thought, word and deed, but 
“Let not man’s reach exceed his g 
or what’s a heaven for?” 


May our faith issue forth in newn 
of life in Christ that reflects that 
is at the center of our being cont. 
ling all our affections, words | 
deeds. Apart from Christ we <¢ 
nothing but helpless and conde 
sinners. In Christ we are | 
upon with His righteousness. 


eousness is secured and retaine 
faith without our works throu * rh 
Christ and His see wae 


\ 
~~. 


“THE HEATHEN IN HIS BLINDNESS .. .” 
By Missionary Lloyd Neve, Kurume, Japan 


traveling through the Japanese countryside, tourists are 
en Héceived by the quiet, exquisite natural beauty, the 
PY’ * and “contented” Japanese faces, into thinking that 
Se rural people are undisturbed by the tensions that rack 
modern society, that their lives flow along like a smooth 
n with neither eddy nor backwash to break the sur- 


every now and then, even for a foreigner in this 
this carefully guarded curtain is abruptly parted and 
lbserves almost with horror what a heavy burden is 
ie by the little people, the ordinary people here. 


ch was the case two weeks ago when Pastor Muto 
‘myself set out from Futsukaichi Lutheran Church for 
fternoon of home visitation. In three quick scenes we 
= led from those who still dwell in the land of deep 
rkness to those who, having walked in darkness, have 
a great light. 


3 we approached the entrance to our first stop, a house 
e little village of Dazaifu, we wondered why the name- 
on the door read “Yoshida” and not “Nagamatsu.” 
had come inquiring after Nagamatsu-san who had re- 
~ started attending our Sunday worship services. 
lly we saw it over on the side, Nagamatsu Kazuo, with 
it Je cross penciled in above it. The door opened and we 
sed the threshold into a large dwelling that obviously 
of wealth and position in former years. Exposed 
beams two feet in diameter only seen in very old 
mportant houses; a huge “doma,” the dirt-floor room 
rural people store their tools, equipment, and harvest- 
ps; and room after room built to house a large family 
any guests. 


as we glanced around while we waited for Naga- 
-san to be called from his room, again we silently 
ered why the doma stood empty, why the rest of the 
was bare and unkept, its emptiness emphasized by 
fA 

amatsu-san soon appeared and we were led through 
iouse to his room. As we settled down on the tatami 
r, Nagamatsu-san told us the reason for the nameplate. 
just purchased the house and had arranged to 
to one of the empty rooms while the former own- 
‘e still in the home. It was when one of them, a 
woman whose rude clothes, straight hair, harshly 
ce and large knuckled hands showing the effects of 
d suffering, brought in a few sweetened beans and 
2 that the mute tragedy of this house was suddenly 
e before us. 


usband had been a builder of Buddhist temples and 
ion, a “sake” maker. That explained the big house. 
had drunk most of what he produced and dying 
rely, had left not only huge debts but also one son, 
invalid made mentally defective through syphilis con- 
from his father. And now for weary month after 
, year following plodding year, the two women, wife 
ster, had lived chained to a burden of debt and a 
ly incurable illness, trying to grub out a living from 
e plot of ijand that belonged to the house. Just as 

n we oe up in the cow shed lest he be seen or 
or DEIBLBOES, so these two — chained 


er, ets bs 
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themselves in their own dark spiritual prison. Not that 
they were without the consolation of religion. We could 
see from the window a private shrine in the garden to 
Inari-san, a fox god of healing. In another room they had 
their Buddhist altar, and within a stone’s throw, the huge 
Dazaifu shrine, one of the largest Shinto shrines in Kyushu 
with a history reaching back more than 1000 years. In 
short, they had everything but God himself. Here certainly 
were two—or three—who walk in darkness. 


Our next call took us to the home of Nagao-san, 76, who 
lived not a clog’s throw from Nagamatsu-san. Here again 
we wondered, as we waited outside the door, why only the 
son and grandson had their names on the door. We soon 
learned why. The old grandfather, lately partially handi- 
capped by a stroke, had been shoved outside the house 
by his daughter and made to live in the chicken house. 
The “chicken house” we saw, however, was a little make- 
shift shelter built up against the side of the house, barely 
2’ by 3’ with not enough room to stretch out in, and ex- 
posed to wind and rain. 


Worse still, Nagao-san had not received food from his 
family for three months, and had barely managed to stay 
alive by getting scraps of bread from the baker, “okara” 
(which we feed to the goat) from the bean-curd man, and 


whatever the sympathetic neighbors could smuggle in. i 


family obviously wanted to get rid of him. 


We were happy to be able to tell him that the church 


had a place where he could be cared for with love and 
respect. We have made arrangements for him to go to the 
Old People’s Home at the Ji Ai En in Kumamoto. The 
gratefulness and thanks expressed in that man’s face and 
by his own tongue would well repay all of the thousands 
of dollars that the church has put into the Colony of Mercy. 


What a contrast to visit next in the home of Kamihogi- © 


san, a butcher. He and his wife, both about 30, run the 
little meat counter in a new market opened only last month 
in Kasuga machi. 


taining us while they waited on customers downstairs. As 
he seated us on the straw-mat floors and brought us black 
tea, coffee, then green tea, the young husband silently 
handed me a copy of a small newspaper from the Shinsei- 
kan, our Newspaper Evangelism Center in Fukuoka, in 
which was printed his testimony. What a witness to Christ 
he had! 


He had been an alcoholic, drinking up to three quarts 


NWT a bt ts ay Ohad Cause puke ha \ 


H 
ely, 


They graciously invited us up to their — 
two room apartment above the shop, taking turns at enter- 


mn oie veers 


aie 
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of “sake” a day. He had tried everything to quit, including = 
a very expensive medicine which caused him the most ex- — 


cruciating pain, but which gave him no lasting relief from 
his habit. It was through the Lutheran Hour broadcast that 


Kamihogi-san came to Christ and was delivered from al- _ . 
coholism. He, his wife, and their only child were baptized sf 
last Easter, have since proved their faith by regular at- 


tendance at our church. We knew Christ had redeemed 


this home because of the pictures we saw on the wall, the a 


literature on the table, but most especially by the warm B. 


hour of fellowship we had with this brother. 


As we left that home, brightened both by the afternoon ; : 


sun and by the joy which Christ brings, there was the 


prayer that the countless Yoshidas and Nagaos, also, can — 


be included among those that “have_seen a great light.” 
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WRESTLER WHITE CLOUD 
A wrestler lives in a small hut on 
one of the dusty roads in the state of 


Call him White Cloud. 
He is one of the 
He was here before 


Oklahoma. 
He is an Indian. 
true Americans. 
Europeans came. 

Wrestler White Cloud was visited 
one day by a Christian pastor. An 
invitation to hear the gospel of Jesus 
Christ was extended to him. His chil- 
dren eventually were enrolled in the 
Christian school. 


Wrestler White Cloud left his wor- 
ship of the “Great Spirit” to become 
a follower of Jesus Christ. It brought 
happiness and hope and peace to him 
and to his family. He learned to read 
the Bible and to live by the grace of 
God. 


Wrestler White Cloud discovered, 
like others who have encountered The 
Savior, that he was a sinner and that 
sin did not disappear because he be- 
came a Christian. He discovered that 
living the Christian life is a constant 
struggle, and that he needed the regu- 
lar services of a Christian pastor and 
the fellowship of the church to re- 
main a Christian. His struggle to re- 
ceive the merits of Christ and appro- 
priate the Cross to his sinful life was 
one that did not end. His need was 
much like the need of a Christian in 
a congregation in the state of Iowa 
or Wisconsin or California. 


To serve Wrestler White Cloud and 
his kinsmen a congregation and a 
school are established at Oaks, Okla- 
homa. A pastor is stationed there to 
conduct services and direct the re- 
ligious emphasis in the school. 


To improve the facilities and to 
strengthen the program at Oaks this 
mission was included in the Forward 
Phase Budget adopted by the synod 
in 1958. Oaks is included with $20, 
000 for the three-year period. This is 
about 50¢ per confirmed member. 


Congregations are urged to add this 
to their 1959 budget giving, above the 
assigned “regular” quota. It’s not 
much, but it may add much to the 
happiness and hope of an Oklahoma 
Indian. 
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Equal in Sin, But Not in Virtue 


Editor, The Ansgar Lutheran 
Sir: 


Dagobart D. Runes, D.Ph., in his work, “A Book of Contemplation” 
(Philosophical Library, New York, 1957) makes this statement about 
equality: “All men are equal in sin, unequal in virtue.” 


I suppose this has been said in other ways. But I have never en- 
countered a better statement of this Biblical truth. These words are 
indeed loaded with wisdom and implications. 


I believe that many people often wonder how it is that we can 
all be considered equally sinful when there is such a vast difference 
in the way people behave, work, and live. Surely, it is believed, some 
people are more sinful than others and vice versa. And it certainly 
would appear so—particularly to true Christians who with St. Paul 
readily admit: ‘I am the chief of sinners.’ 


But for evangelical Christians it is extremely important to remem- 
ber that because we are all equaliy sinful, only in different ways, 
it is not our sin which shall determine our usefulness to God, nor 
shall it determine our good deeds. All truly evangelical Christian 
men have down through the ages pointed out that all “good” deeds 
are tempered with the sin of the doer. But they are also quick to 
point out that sin should not stop a man from doing what good he 
can. 


For example: Here is a Christian church member who apparently 
has the sin of a vile temper. His sin is quite obvious to people, so 
they believe him to be a greater sinner than they and even insist 
that he should certainly not call himself a Christian. But this same 
man may be a most useful and diligent servant of Christ in ever so 
many ways. He believes. He works. He serves. But he loses his 
temper. Shall he be judged only by his particularly obvious sin, or 
by his virtues? Shall he not be recognized as being fully as forgiven 
as the silent man who never loses his temper, but secretly nurtures 
the sin of pride? These two men are equal in sin. Whether or not 
hey pe in virtue depends upon their usefulness to the King- 

om o od. 


_ This is why I have always believed in putting even the obvious 
sinners to work in the church. Give them a chance to be useful and 
produce fruits of faith. Usefulness in the Kingdom does make the 
inner battleground of the soul a field of more victory over sin. Why? 
Simply because as people strive to serve Christ they draw nearer to 
urs Nake of Christ, the Gospel. The are in contact with Him and His 

ord. 


To me, it seems to be a mistake, and more important, it seems to 
me to be unevangelical to let Sin call the tune in the Christian com- 
munity. If we let Sin rule in the church, just as it does in many 
hearts, and insist that fitness to serve the Lord Jesus depends upon 
man’s victory over sin, then none of us could or should serve. Chris- 
tianity is a positive thing. Witness the Samaritan woman at the well 
An obvious sinner. Five husbands! But Christ put her to work for 
Him after one conversation with her. She became His useful witness! 


When Jesus chose His disciples, He chose sinners. Even 
served as treasurer of the congregation for quite awhile. His greed 
and his weakness were not what caused his final downfall, but his 


own decision to serve Christ’s enemies rather than Christ. Jesus i 


would have kept Judas on his staff in spite is si 
himself chosen to serve another master. . of his. cinch ee a 


I believe that if you think over this statement some more: 


men are equal in sin, unequal in virtue,” you too wi ; 
serve the Lord Jesus with your head held va bit Tighe! ptt 
Yours, ee 


Scrip Sundry 


+ am 


Judas — 


ATI = 


. 
‘ 

7 

= 


Ne ey IN im 


Ite He nt pe ey 


February 2, 1% 


ne 


Benet ee NSE 
= 2, 1959 


A World Food Bank Suggested 


Prime Minister Diefenbaker proposed the establishment 
a world food bank, recently, to the British Commonwealth 
Conference on Trade and Economics, at Montreal. 
¥ 


i 


~ This proposal deserves the serious consideration of the 

JInited States because we have been unable to solve our 
farm surplus problem. In spite of a costly Soil Bank to 
take land out of production and in spite of government con- 
trols restricting and reducing the acreage planted, U. S. 
farmers this year are turning out the biggest superabund- 
ance of grain and other crops in history. 


err ~ ee 


The reasons for it are simple. Farming has become not 
only a business but a science and no matter how much 
icreage is reduced, the yields per acre continue to increase. 
‘hey increase because of modern farm machinery and 
equipment which give factory-like efficiency. And yields 
are boosted through use of hybrid and other higher-yield- 
ing seeds, through chemical farming and use of plant in- 
ecticides, etc. 


‘The corn crop of 3.68 billion bushels is 17 per cent above 
average. 


~ Soybeans, 572 million bushels, are nearly double the ten- 
year average and 19 per cent above last year’s record. 


Z ‘Wheat, at 1.44 million bushels, is 16 per cent above last 


7 year. And all this from the lowest acreage planted in forty 
years! 


‘One of Secretary Benson’s aids exclaimed: “If not one 
sushel of wheat were grown in this country in 1959, this 


.3 billion bushel carry-over (from 1958 and previous years) 
pod be enough to fiil our domestic needs for food, feed 
‘and seed at current consumption rates, enough to supply 
r probable export needs, and still leave a carry-over on 
July 1, 1960, of 300 million bushels or more!” 


| Looking at things from the spiritual standpoint, we are 
jappy to say that there is a World Food Bank. 


_ The Lord Jesus Christ, who is “the Savior of the world” 

1 John 4:14), said: “I am the bread of life: he that cometh 

Me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on Me 
all never thirst” (John 6:35). 


When His hearers murmured at Him, and questioned the 
Meaning of His words, He said: “I am the living bread 
vt ich came down from heaven: if any man eat of this 
read, he shall live for ever: and the bread that I will give 
s My flesh, which I will give for the life of the world” 


E is sacrifice was offered on the cross and He has risen 
m among the dead, and He will satisfy every spiritually 
gry and thirsty person who will come to Him. 


A person must eat food and drink water to satisfy hunger 
1d thirst, so Christ must be received by faith before one 
n sing with the spirit and with the understanding: 


“Now, none but Christ can satisfy, 
- None other name for me! 

There’s love, and life, and lasting joy, 
Lord Jesus, found in Thee!” 


~ —Now 
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THE WEEK AT DANA 


your midcontinent college 
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GUSTAVSON TO SPEAK AT JUBILEE 


Dr. Reuben G. Gustavson, president and director of 
Resources for the Future, Inc. has accepted an invita- 
tion to speak at the Dana Diamond Jubilee Celebration 
November 13, 1959. 


rah 
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Dr. Gustavson is a former Chancellor of the Univer- | 
sity of Nebraska and former President of the Unive 
of Colorado. Resources for the Future, Inc. is an inde- _ Be 
pendent organization founded by the Ford Foundation — ps 
and concerned with research and education on the use | 
and conservation of natural resources. ee 


DR. MADSEN TO DENVER CLUB Bet 
Dana President Madsen is scheduled to speak to the a 


Denver area Dana club February 6. 


The Denver meeting will be held at 7 p.m. at Christ — 
the King Lutheran Church, 2300 South Patton Court. — 


CHRISTIAN HIGHER EDUCATION 


April 12, 1959 has been designated Christian Highe 
Education Sunday. The date has been set aside to e 
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THE LUTHER LEAGUE 


_ WEST COAST LEAGUERS 
E “On the Stick” 


By George J. Robertson 


Men For The Ministry Conferences in Lynwood and 
Palo Alto, and the Evangelism Conference in North 
Hollywood, California gave your Youth Director a 
golden opportunity to meet with local league officers, 
pastors and counselors of the Pacific District last month. 
_ Meetings with these key persons were held at Trinity 
Eeaiheran, Norwalk; Grace Lutheran, Fresno; Our Sa- 
vior’s Lutheran, Oakland, California, and Bethesda Lu- 
theran, Eugene, Oregon. The Eugene meeting includ- 
ed a rally for leaguers from Bethesda and Emmaus 
churches of that city. 
_ Preaching on three successive Sundays at Olivet Lu- 
 theran, Inglewood; Valley Lutheran, North Hollywood; 
and Bethesda, Eugene respectively, and attending a 
meeting of the St. Andrew Luther League in Whittier 
afforded other opportunities to meet and talk with 


calli Uh bin Somers 
Ashe fi) 
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ee by officers as they took part in buzz sessions 
to determine what some of their most difficult prob- 


5 Some of the problems listed by the leaguers were: 
_ How to deal with cliques. 

_ How to integrate new members. 

_ How to keep attention during business sessions. 
How to improve devotional meetings. 

4 How to increase attendance. 

__ How to get more parental backing. 

__ They listened attentively as we told them about plans 
for the 1959 Luther League Convention at Blair, Aug. 
27-30. Chartered bus trips are being planned for those 
who will attend from this District. 

ant Japan Mission projects will be remembered with 
‘Se ‘noha we are sure, from plans now in the 


Ee ad ee aasclors is Sets fait in better organization, 
b etter programs, and higher interest in California and 


# But here, as in all our districts, we still need— 


3 1 A more direct line of communication to leaguers 
_ and their leaders than is possible through these 


Pie = 
pees ofa 


John W. Nielsen, Editor 


pages of The Ansgar Lutheran. Many homes i | 

not receive The Ansgar Lutheran, and where it i 
received it is question how many youth read ith| 

A simple news bulletin distributed to each leaguer 
would be a possible solution. A District League 
paper is another good means of keeping pastors Sy 
counselors and youth informed. ey 

2. A thorough training program for counselors. This 
will probably have to wait until merger. In the | 
meantime counselors should attend sessions plan- 
ned for them at conventions, and read all material - 
available on this type of service. | 

3. Training Clinics for local and district officers. One-_ 
day clinics could be held within reach of most of 

our leagues. This will be given consideration for | 

the fall of this year and for 1960. = 
What we have seen and heard on this tour of the - 
Pacific District leads us to give thanks to God for the 
evidence of the Holy Spirit’s work among our youth. — 
If you could have been with us at the Men For The 
Ministry Conference in Lynwood f.e., we think you 
would say “Amen” to such a prayer of thanksgiving. 


YOUTH OFFICE BULLETIN BOARD 
CONVENTION TRANSPORTATION 


GROUP TRANSPORTATION TO THE SYNODICAL ~ . 
LUTHER LEAGUE CONVENTION AT BLAIR, NE- | 
BRASKA, AUGUST 27-30, 1959 IS BEING PLA ED a 


THROUGH THE DISTRICT LUTHER LEAG = 
PRESIDENTS. ai | 


NOW IS THE TIME TO GET SUGGESTED BUS “} | 
TRIPS AND ESTIMATED COSTS INTO THE HANDS | 
OF ALL LUTHER LEAGUERS. DISTRICT PRESI- 
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‘FORWARD WITH CHRIST THROUGH 
LUTHER LEAGUE RETREATS’ 


Mristmas 1958, will certainly go down as a memor- 
Me one in the lives of sixteen young people from Val- 
‘Lutheran Church, North Hollywood, Calif. On Fri- 
> ny, December 26th, we traveled by car to Deerlodge 
Roperty of the California Lutheran Bible School) 
par Crestline (5000 ft. elevation and 15 miles up from 
an Bernardino) for a Winter Retreat (without any 
ge 


Vith Mr. and Mrs. John Legreid doing the cooking, 
I Virgil Bollesen leading the singing accompanied by 

ol’ reed organ, and Pastor Roland Hansen conduct- 
the studies and discussion sessions—the program 


2 ued through Sunday noon, December 28th!! 


for those who would like a synopsis of our program, 
something like this: Friday—Bible Study (using 
ras method with prepared outline and commentary, 
wed by discussion) FILMSTRIP—“Who Will Go?” 
rch Vocations). Saturday—Bible Study; League 
ics, “Let's Look at our League and Leaguers” and 
s Plan for the Future—Brainstorming”; Excursion 
ake Arrowhead; Discussion on Dating and ‘Going 
ly’; Bible Study; FILMSTRIP—“AND YOU ALSO 
“WITNESSES” (Personal Evangelism). Sunday— 
Study; Informal Worship Service. 


\s the young people were getting ready to leave Sun- 
each one was asked to write his or her reaction 
he retreat (the first for young people in VLC): 
it helped them personally?” “What they would 
to see included next time?” “What they would go 
*k and tell others?” Here are some typical comments 
m our leaguers. “I liked the way we carried on the 
se Studies. It helps you to understand what is 
t. I think it is more fun than a league meeting... 
ought me closer to God .. . It was aimed directly 
us and our problems. . . I liked the informal talks 
gut girl-friends and boy-friends and most certainly 
uld go again if I had the chance. . . It was lots of fun 
fd each one of us got to know Sol other better. . 

eally had a wonderful time and when I go home I will 
‘to get more people to attend the next one... I en- 


ye it very much. When can we go again?” 


I Ss w this is all history—we have learned a great deal, 
re have profited by our initial experience, and we’re 
to go again SOON! 


w about your league going on a retreat—either 

or with another league? For those who have done 

ady, the response has been more than even they 

o dream!! TRULY WE GO ‘FORWARD WITH 

ST THROUGH THE MEANS OF OUR LEAGUE 
‘ TS” ; 


DO NOT LET YOURSELF: 
WORRY when you are doing your best, 


HURRY when success depends upon accuracy, 


THINK evil of a friend until you have the facts, 
BELIEVE a thing impossible without trying it, 
WASTE time on peevish and peeving matters, 


IMAGINE that good intentions are a satisfying ex- 
cuse, 


HARBOR bitterness in your soul toward God or 
man. 


From THE BIBLE BANNER 


“MEN FOR THE MINISTRY” CONFERENCES 


Feb. 7 Northfield, Minnesota — St. Olaf College 
Dr. C. M. Granskou 


Dayton, Ohio — St. Paul’s 

J. G. Mittermaier, 235 Wayne Ave. 
Peoria, Illinois — St. Paul’s 

M. L. Bischoff, 462 W. Ist Ave. 


Madison, Wisconsin — St. John 
A. C. Schumacher, E. Wash. & N. Hancock 


March 7 Blair, Nebr — Dana College 
Dr. C. C. Madsen 


Bethesda, Maryland — Christ - 
O. C. Schuetze, 8011 Old Georgetown Rd. 


Greenville, Michigan — St. Paul 
C. Jensen, 523 W. Cass 


Great Falls, Montana — Our Saviour 
G. H. Williams, 1326 — Ist Ave. N. 


LaCrosse, Wisconsin — Bethel 
iE Sveem, George and Sill Sts. 
March 14 Springfield, Minnesota == ot Paul . 
Max von Fischer, Cass Ave & Sanborn St. 3 


Toledo, Ohio — Epiphany 4 
E. H. Kempfer, Reynolds & Brandon Rds. a 


Valley City, North Dakota — Our Saviour < 
A. M. Jothen, 138—3rd St. N. W. 


Grand Forks, North Dakota — United 
J. P. Gaardsmoe, 324 Chestnut St. 


Forest City, Iowa — Waldorf College 
S. D. Fauske 


number who will ae 


12 
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BY THE FIRESIDE 


EE 
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EVENTIDE 


God loves the Aged. 


He gives them greater visions than the young; 
He puts the words of wisdom on their tongue; 
And keeps His presence ever by their side, 

From dawn to dusk, and on through eventide. 


God helps the Aged. 


Within their home His Spirit ever dwells; 

Their mellow hearts are touched like chiming bells; 
He calms their fears, then worries disappear, 

Because they know His help is always near. 


God keeps the Aged. 


With hearts of gold, and silver-tinted hair, 
And earnestness, and greater faith in prayer; 
He keeps them as a shepherd guards his sheep, 
*Till in His fold they gently fall asleep. 


—Charles W. H. Bancroft 


from Leaves Of Gold 
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LIGHT FROM PLANTS 


Some mushrooms are light-givers; 
and in Australia they are so numer- 
ous, especially in the region of Swan 
Island, that, according to report, they 
have been used as lamps. 


Naturalists describe them as about 
two inches across, and claim that if 
a large number of them are hung 
around a room, a good light is pro- 
vided. But as the plant dries up the 
_ light fades and finally dies. 


Fox fire or “witches glow,” found 
in forests and meadows, seems very 

mysterious to those not familiar with 
_ it, but, when investigated, show noth- 
ing but decayed wood. The student 
_ of botany, however, knows that some 
_ fungus growth has taken possession 
_ of the dead tree, which, disturbed, 
_makes a beautiful spectacle. 


_ This fungus is sometimes found, 
too, on decayed vegetables and is 
called phosphorescence, 


~-War Cry (Canada) 
PROPHECY 


A tombstone in Essex, England, 500 
_-years old, carries these four lines: 


When pictures look alive with move- 


iri me ae ee il 


ments free, 
_ When ships like fishes swim beneath 
3 the sea, 
When men, outstripping birds, can 


fe ‘scan the sky. 
Then half the world sore drenched 
4 in blood shall lie. 


a 
ee 


WHY SHOULD I GIVE? 


“Why should we give money to save 
the heathen abroad when there are 
heathen in our own country to save? 

“There are other ‘whys‘ equally as 
logical. 

“Why should I give money to those 
in other parts of this country when 
there are needy ones in my own 
state? 

“Why should I give to the poor in 
the town when my own church needs 
the money? 

“Why should I give to the church 
when my own family wants it? 

“Why should I give to my family 
what I want myself? 

“Why?—Because I am a Christian: 
not a heathen.” 

—Hallock 


ALWAYS 
There’ll always be the journey 
Along life’s crowded road; 
There’ll always be the chance to share 
A fellow pilgrim’s load; 
There’ll always be the tempter 
To turn us from the way; 
There’ll always be the Heavenly host 
For those who watch and pray. 


There’ll always be the Bible 
To shed a kindly light; 

There’ll always be the Voice Divine 
To whisper what is right; 

There’ll always be the footprints 
Where Jesus’ feet have trod; 

There’ll always be the “Welcome 

Home” 
_ For those who walk with God. 
—Baptist Times 
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WINGS 
By E. E. Zipprodt 


I wish I had as fine, strong wings | 
As yonder bird that sweetly sings; | 
I’d fly away from grief and pain 
And never would come back again 
I’d find a place of peace and joy, — 
Where nothing ever could annoy! 
‘Why child,’ my soul’s best Friens 

replied, 
“This wish of your is not denied; | 
You have the wings of faith and prayy 

er ; 
To lift above each test and care; 
And then the wings of love and song 
To bear your trusting soul along; ~ 
And wings of hope that will not fai! 
Though Satan strongly may assail. 
You’re dearer than the bird that singss 
I’ve given you five pairs of wings 
So with my wings I face each blas 
And rise until the storm is past, 
With faith and prayer and love anc 

song 
And hope to bear my soul along, — 
I seek no longer some strange place— 
But where I am, I trust His grace. 


—Now! 


“T’AIN’T” POSSIBLE 


A horse can’t pull while kicking 
This fact we merely mention 
And he can’t kick while pulling, 
Which is our chief contention. 
Let’s imitate the good horse 

And lead a life that’s fitting; i 
Just pull an honest load, and then 
There’ll be no time for kicking. | 


—The Trumpeter — 
| 


HIS DEFENSE = | 


Out back in the western part of 
southern Queensland an aborigine 
named Jacky was caught stealing 
chickens from the hen house. His case 
came up for hearing before the visit- 
ing magistrate, who asked Jacky 
he wished to be represented by a law 
yer. He said, “No, I'll defend myself.”” 

After the arresting constable off 
police had given his evidence, the: 
magistrate asked Jacky if he wis 
to ask the policeman any questio. 


“Yes,” said Jacky. “Constable, 
you see me go into the hen house?’ 

“Yes,” replied the officer. = 

“Did you see me come out?” ~ 


“No,” was the reply. 3) 


Turning to the magistrate, J ac] 
said, “That’s my case, your wors 


I'm still in there.” eet 
a hoa 
—R ne 
> - fous J 
mess 


- 

VANTED: Family to act as caretakers 
or Pleasant Hill Bible Camp located 
p “miles out of Greenville, Michigan. 
fome furnished for year round oc- 
upancy. Grounds and camping facil- 
ies to be cared for. Bible Camp ses- 
ions from June 15 to September Ist. 
ee to accept additional outside work 
E desired. Write to Pastor Clarence 


a _Jensen, Greenville, Michigan for 
1 rther information. 


pe 


GUYER AND HANSEN 

a LOANS 

TD ISURANCE — REAL ESTATE 
Successor to N. T. Lund Co. 

ia Blair, Nebraska 

. Lyle Guyer P. V. Hansen 


Ne 
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INVEST IN GOD’S WORK 
AND 
YOUR SECURITY 


Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church, 
Lincoln, Nebraska, is offering five- 
year notes in denominations of 
$50.00, or multiples thereof. In- 
terest will be computed from the 
date of the note to December 1, 1959, 
and then on December 1 of each 
year thereafter to maturity of note. 
Interest, at the rate of 5%, will be 
paid on that date each year. 

For brochure, or further informa- 
tion, please write to Dr. Duane M. 
Hunt, 3009 Jackson Drive, Lincoln, 
Nebraska, or, to Pastor James W. 
Olsen, 1210 Ss. 40th Street, Lincoln, 
Nebraska. 

“Bank With God” 


threboedoedochondontontonerforforferfectocfesfecfechocfeefeefecfecfeefeefeefetects 


NCOME-.ing SHIPS 


Seal 


E The sooner a person discovers that ships seldom come in 
a ‘unless they are first put out to sea, the sooner he will get 
down to the practical business of safe, regular saving for 

_ the independence he wants to be sure of in the later years 


E 2 of life. 


_ Preparing for retirement means slanging well in advance. 
_ A Lutheran Mutual representative will be happy to help 
4 Beyou plan a sound retirement program. 


hosel ey il 
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Write for free folder 
"Whose Money Will 
You Use For Retire- 
ment?" 


Order from: 


LUTHE! SPEAKS 1 


: Megnificent 3-volume Antho 
__s,, WillBe Treasured For A Lifeti 


WHAT LUTHER SAYS 


compiled by Ewald M. Plass 


‘“4 welcomed service for 
church people of all denomi- 
nations, whether ministers or 
laymen.”’ 

—JOHN W. BRADBURY 

At long last in English... 
a one-source storehouse of 
spiritual gems from the com- 
plete writings of Martin 
Luther. This is Luther at his 
most brilliant self, striking at 
the very core of many of the 
problems that plague the 
world today. Ten years in 
the making, this handsome 
anthology contains more than 
5,100 quotable selections on 
200 subjects of practical and 
timely concern. A lifelong 
source of enrichment for 
every area of your preaching, 
teaching, writing, and lectur- 
ing ministry. 3 volumes, total 
1692 pages. Large, easy-to- 
read type. Comprehensive 
general, topical, and Scripture 
index. Cloth. In handsome 
slipcase—$25.00 


LUTHER’S WORLD OF THOUGHT 
by Heinrich Bornkamm 
Translated by 

Martin H. Bertram 
“An excellent collection of 
essays by the well-known 
Heidelberg Luther scholar, 
giving thorough analyses of 
Luther’s thinking, struggles, 
triumphs, influence.” —Book 
News Letter. ‘““Whether your — 
Luther-shelf is extensive, or 
whether you are just begin- 
ning your acquaintance with 
this fascinating mind, this is 
a book you will not want 
to miss.” — The Lutheran. 
315 pages. Cloth $3.00 


At All Book Stores 


LUTHERAN -PUBLISHING HOUSE ty 
138 N. 1%th St., Blair, Nebraska 
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- Viborr, S. Dak., Spring Valley Luth. Church for Sch 


‘MATERNAL HEALTH ADVICE 


; that caseworkers suggest birth control 


3: 
Sd 


restrictions exist. 


Budget... .... 
Forward Ph 
eviously acknowledged 
f nhurst, N. B., Can., 
Send and Christian Education, each $10 ; 
Toronto, Ont., Can., St. Ansgar Luth. Church for Synodical Quota 
Winnipeg, Man., Can., St. Ansgar ee a Pra ae te eertae Homes: 
a., Nazareth Luth. Church for Synodica uota cere - 
Sars Ta., Bethesda Ladies Aid for Sudan Mission, “Tikisobin, ’ $40; South America Mis- 
sion, Santal Mission. each $25, for Good Shepherd Home in memory of Thomas Soren- 
sen, Moorhead, given by the Willie P. Sorensen family, Los Angeles $5* : ; 
Oyens, Ia., Mr., Mrs. Herman Miller and family in mem. of Sam Lund for Children’s Homes.. 
West Branch, Ia., Bethany Luth. Church, given in memory of Mrs. C. P. Christensen by Mr. 
and Mrs. Cleo Pedersen, Mr. and Mrs. Les Dudley, Mr. and Mrs. Herman Christensen, 
Mary Christensen, Women of the Church for Home Missions : 
Given in memory of Mrs. C. P. Christensen by Mr. and Mrs. Jim Thompson, Mr. and Mrs. 
Anders Pederson, Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Pederson, Mr. and Mrs. Louie Hansen, Mr. and 

Mrs. Jens Jacobsen. Mrs. Lissa Sondergaard, Mrs. Laura. Kofoid, Mr. and Mrs. Mer- 

ven Johnson, Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Mathiesen, Mr. and Mrs. Hiner Larsen for Foreign 
Missions : 
Hutchinson, Minn., Pastor and Mrs. Edward A, Hansen and Mrs. Sherman Bondo in memory 
of Miss Lilah Johnson, Blair, Nebr., for Forward Phase Z 
Hutchinson, Minn., Faith Luth. S. S. for South ‘America Mission $74.57, Sudan Mission $69.56.. 
Morgan, Minn., Brookville Luth. S. S. for Children’s Homes 
Westby, Mont., Chester Madsen, Scobey, Mont., and Nels Nelson, Blair, Nebr., in memory of 
Mrs, Jacob Rasmussen for South America Mission 
Dannebrog, Nebr., Dry Creek Luth. S. S. for Elk Horn Children’s Home . 
Flaxton, N. Dak., United Luth. S. S. for Children’s Home 
Fresno, Calif., Marie K. Jensen in memory of Mrs. Mariane Thomsen for Sudan Mission 
Inglewood, Calif., Olivet Luth. Church for Synodical Quota 
Brush, Colo., For the South America Mission from a friend at Brush, Colo 
Denver, Colo., Christ the King Ev. Luth. Church for Synodical Quota 
Elk Horn, Ia., Mr. and Mrs. Earl R. Anderson in memory of Eugene for Foreign Missions 
Lake Mills, Ia., Mrs. Axel Christiansen for South América Mission 


Cordova, Nebr..Our Saviors; Euth,’ S* Siifor Children’s> HOmes.., cxs2scevsascactadeasets-asesce eee ee ee 
Omaha, Nebr., Mr. and Mrs. N. O. Berthelsen in memory of Miss Lilah Johnson for Dana Coll. 
Owatonna, Minn., Our Savior’s Luth. Ladies Aid for Symodical Quota oo.ccecccccccccccccceccetsessesseeeeceresees 


Kansas City, Kansas, Westwood Luth. Church for Synodical Quota 
For 1958 Luth. World Action 
Sidney, Mont., Mr. and Mrs. Sofus Petersen in memory of Mr. James Hendricksen. Eugene, 
Oregon, for Home Missions 


Fund $50 


___Danish Ladies Aid, Standard, Alta., for Foreign Missions .. 
ete nee eee nen Te, Alta. for Foreign Missions ........ 


Blair, Nebraska, January 24, 1959. 


them of trying to be the “spiritual di- 
rectors for poor, unfortunate persons 
who must look to the state for material 
assistance.” Public Welfare Secretary 
Harry Shapiro saw a political hot po- 
tato in the proposal, The board can 
set policy for county relief agencies, 
but cannot direct the state’s welfare 
department, he said in rejecting the 
recommendation. Bishop Leech prais- 
ed the secretary for upholding “the 
natural law established by God.” 
Pennsylvania caseworkers at present 


BARRED 


_ Roman Catholics reacted in a hurry 
when Pennsylvania’s Board of Public 
ssistance last month recommended 


practices to persons on relief “when 
there is a need” and when no religious 


Fiscal Yr. 


Synodical 
$488949.00| 
92500.00| 
$264776.27 
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PTALNOTT 
Pass ir" 50.00]! 56.00] e, 
| ~ $269967.40!| **$968433.19] ~~ 


direct clients to maternal heal 
ters only if persons on reli 
such information. The wor 
prohibited from offering an 
tions. ee 

In Connecticut, the New 
Perior Court upheld a law 
bids physicians from pres 
control drugs or devices, 
came on a test case it 
C. Lee Buxton, obstetric 
Yale Medical Sc 


MOOL 
terested citizens, _ 
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1 FELL INTO THE PACIFIC 


“3 


en 


(Continued from page 1) 


called. The turtle inspected me for 
while with blinking eyes, then 
decided that I was harmless. 
“Turty, how did you get so fat 
‘way out here?” I asked. The turtle 
looked at me so solemnly that 1 
actually laughed. A real laugh. 
es I going crazy? 


* OK 


q More hours passed. Now the be- 
ginning of weakness. I tried float- 
ing on my back again. A wave 
as over my face. I gulped, 


coughed and sputtered. That would- 
‘n't do: too much loss of strength. 

_ If the Monarch were coming back, 
‘shouldn’t she be here by now? Or 
had she already gone by me? Was 
‘it conceit to think I would be found 
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—so small and insignificant in such 
vastness? 

Once I saw what looked like an 
enormous fish coming my way. 
Sharks! I was surprised they hadn’t 
come before. But I was too weak to 
do anything but stare. “Lord, if 
it’s Your will for me to go now, 
make it quick, please.” 

But it wasn’t a shark. I shook 
the water out of my blurry eyes. 

A little later I saw two masts on 
the horizon. With all my strength 
I started swimming toward them. 
Then I stopped. Swimming was 
pointless. I tried to wave my arms, 
but they weighed a ton each. 

“Please God, don’t let them come 
so close and not see me. I’m not 
afraid to die, but don’t add torment 
ae Les 

And then they were lowering a 


, Quality Printing . . . 


@ Letterheads - Envelopes 
@ Reports 

@ Booklets of All Kinds 

@ Parish Papers 

e@ General Church Printing 


3 a for Prices or Quotations 


_ All Lutheran Materials 
Books 

Bibles 

Sunday School Materials 
Church Supplies 

Write for Catalog 


| Lutheran Publishing House 
__-—-:138 North 17th Street 
Blair, Nebraska 
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boat. It was the Monarch. 

Later Captain Coutts was shaking 
his head in amazement. “I can 
hardly believe it. I told myself over 
and over that I was crazy and that 
it was waste of time to turn around, 
but something refused to let me 
give up.” 

* ko 


I was in the water nine hours. 


The Monarch covered a hundred 


miles before she found me. 


My shipmates kidded me later. — 


“Our egeey 8. on you in the next — 


channel race,” said one. 


Another chimed in, What a way : 


to spend Sunday at sea.’ 
Sunday at sea! I liked that | 
phrase. 


your Creator? 
—World Christian Digest 


DANSK NYTAAR, 1959 


Order from local agents or from 


Lutheran Publishing House, Blair, Nebraska 


An Annual in the Danish Language, 
edited by Professor Paul C. Nyholm 


178 pages with over 150 illustrations 


Stories and interesting articles by over 
thirty authors who really have a message. — 


Order your copy NOW. 


An ideal gift for your ; 2 
Danish friends : 


Only one dollar. postpaid 


For isn’t Sunday the day 
you're supposed to feel closest to 
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CAPITOL UNIVERSITY LIBRARY a 
COLUMBUS 9 QHIO x 


Reading for the Lenten Season 


THE SIGN OF THE CROSS by O. P. 
—  Kretzmann. 


Here is the old, old story of sin and 
grace, told simply and clearly, in lan- 
| guage, oh, so beautiful and lofty in 
> image, oh, so apt and vivid, by the 
well-known preacher and president of 
Valparaiso University, Dr. O. P. Kretz- 
mann. Dr. Kretzmann looks closely 
at the compelling urgency of the Pas- 
4 sion—and shows how the bit of gossip, 
the lingering impurity, the careless- 
ness, and every sinful thought and 
deed, has caused Christ’s suffering and 
_ death. From the events of Holy Week 
: he brings assurance and comfort for 
all the world’s aching sadness, agony 
of soul, great loneliness, dark valleys— 
and applies it to the personal needs of 
_ his hearers. Here is an insistent prob- 
_ ing into the inner recesses of the sinful 
heart and an invitation to repentance 

and faith. Both the reader and hearer 
of these warm persuasive messages 
will walk away in a calmer, more 
_ peaceful frame of mind, buoyed up by 
_ the knowledge that his sins are truly 
forgiven, and with the firm resolve to 
do a little better in the future. 
_ Eight sermons for Lent and Easter, in- 
_ cluding one each for Maunday Thurs- 
_ day, Good Friday, Easter Sunday. 


86 pages—$1.25—postage 14¢ 


_ THROUGH TEMPTATION by James 
H. Hanson. 


_ The real nature of temptation and 
how a Christian may conquer it is the 
_ central theme of this book—an appro- 
_ priate one to consider during Lent, 
which commemorates Christ’s forty 
days of fasting and temptation. Christ’s 
temptation in the wilderness offers 
the clue to the meaning of temptation 
in our own lives. In seven chapters 
the author brings to light the scrip- 
tural understanding of temptation. He 
shows, finally, that there is only one 
“way a person can come to grips with 
temptation—and conquer it. 


96 pages, paper, $1.50—postage 14c 


AT THE FOOT OF THE CROSS by 
an imprisoned Pastor Behind the Iron 
Curtain. 


Eighteen meditations based on the 
events of the Passion Story. The au- 
thor speaks directly to his Lord, in the 
intimate style of personal address. He 
speaks of the Passion—his understand- 
ing of it, its meaning in his life, and 
its eternal significance for all men. 
Though he looks through prison win- 
dows as he writes—his lips silenced by 
the judgment of the world—his words 
carry a quiet ring of joy and thanks- 
giving in anticipation of Christ’s Easter 
victory. Inspirational reading of a rare 
quality (A-5) Cloth, $3.00—postage 14c 


MEN WHO FACED THE CROSS 
by William Siegel. 

Clustered about Calvary were shad- 
ows of shame. . remorse. 
reconciliation. . . expectation — a 
wondrous display of the human heart 
the like of which only an experience 
as the drama of man’s redemption 
could evoke. In these eight character- 
study sermons for Lent, a recent vis- 
itor to the Holy Land reconstructs the 
familiar scenes of the Passion Story, 
to impressively demonstrate that all 
men everywhere in the world today 
must humble themselves before this 
towering symbol of salvation. 

$2.00—postage 14¢ 


THE THIEF by Archie Joscelyn. 

Searching and ever charged with 
suspense is the somber new journey to 
Calvary skillfully traced in this dra- 
matic fictional portrait of the penitent 
thief whose cross of crucifixion stood 
beside that of Christ. —$3.50 


Lutheran Publishing House 


138 North 17th Street 
Blair, Nebraska 
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THE VICTOR SPEAKS by Edmuna 
Schlink. A series of 17 meditations om 
the Seven Words spoken by Christ fr ont 
the cross and on eight of the statement é 
the Savior made after His resurrectionn 

In language that marches and pene+ 
trates deeply, Edmund Schlink, promi 
inent theologian on the faculty 02) 
Heidelberg University, brings fresh 
understanding and striking insights) 
into the towering events of Lent anc 
Easter. His eloquent style and power 
succeed in “coming through” in this 
fine translation by Paul F. Koehnekes 
late Professor at Concordia College: 
Milwaukee, Wis. Within these pages} 
the distressed, the forsaken, the indif+ 
ferent, the guilt-ridden, the hate-filled 
the selfish, as well as the faithful 
of God can enter into intimate com 
munion with Christ—and find a new 
life rich in fulfillment. Here is ne 
drama with a tragic ending, but en-| 
couragement to share in the victory off 
Christ’s cross and in His. gloriou 
resurrection through faith. Amid 
realities of the cross Dr. Schlink 
us “fight the good fight of faith.” 

126 pages, cloth—$2.50—postage 14 


DIARY OF A DISCIPLE by Will 
C. Berkemeyer. 
Devotional Readings for the Forty 
Days in Lent. The story of Jesus from 


sdb lou 


divided into forty sections, one 
ing for each of the forty days in 
Told in the first person by an vu 
tified disciple. Semi-flexible 
(U-87) 


CONSIDER HIM by Oliver Wyo! 
These three meditations on Ch 
Passion have as their specific subjectss 
the supreme moments of his life—the 
Upper Room, the Garden of Ge ns \ 
ane, and the Cross. Written espe 
for Lenten use, the meditations 
prefaced by a brief introduction 
meditation in general during © 
and conclude with two sug; 
“acts of Worship.” The book « 
its title from the injunction + 
our minds to Christ in meditat 
consider him instead of ourselves. 
each meditation is included an a 
priate reference for Bible reading : 
some excellent and unusual prs 
(A-1) Cloth cover, 64 pages 

< an. 


